At the pragmatic level Dr Alexander's demonstration of the value of ACTH in active cases and acute episodes of multiple sclerosis is supported by current experience in Great Britainbut why should prednisone be apparently less effective? Although the theoretical basis of the therapy is obscure, claims that the course of the disease may be favourably influenced by repeated small blood transfusions have been supported by a number of reputable European neurologists, amongst whom Schaltenbrand is conspicuous. The present author furnishes statistical evidence in this connexion which is at least suggestive and certainly justifies further investigation.
Sometimes the clinical data seem to be carrying more weight of statistical analysis and interpretation than they can comfortably bear, but in general this is a most praiseworthy effort to bring order out of chaos and one of the most important contributions to the clinical literature of the disease for many years. This beautifully produced book, from a group of clinicians at the Mayo Clinic, analyses the pain patterns created by some of the commoner upper abdominal lesions. This is done by means of a brief introductory chapter, followed by a handsome atlas of coloured diagrams of the pathological anatomy of hiatus hernia, of peptic ulceration and of biliary and pancreatic disease. Any book which presents a lucid interpretation of such an important subject as upper abdominal pain is to be welcomed. Unfortunately the price for this slim volume of 54 pages will put it beyond the pocket of many readers. They would, however, pass a most profitable hour in perusing this book in the library. This well-established book on clinical electrocardiography has, throughout three previous editions, been recognized as one of the best introductions to the subject. It is clearly written and the diagrams are very good. Minor revisions have been made for the present edition; the application of vectorcardiography to the clearer understanding of electrocardiography is considered, but since substantial advance has been made in this field during recent years a fuller presentation of this aspect would be welcome and we hope the editors will expand their book in the next edition.
System of Ophthalmology
Vol II The Anatomy of the Visual System by Sir Stewart Duke-Elder GCVO FRS and Kenneth C Wybar BSC MD ChM FRCS pp xxii+901 illustrated 130s
London: Henry Kimpton 1961 The publication of 'The Anatomy of the Visual System' by Sir Stewart Duke-Elder and Kenneth C Wybar is an epoch-making event in ophthalmic literature. Sir Stewart, in the first edition of his 'Textbook of Ophthalmology', produced a section on anatomy of first-class reference value. The new book is ofmuch greater bulk owing to the fact that anatomy to-day is in no sense a dead subject but is rapidly growing. Considerable attention has been paid to the historical development of the subject. In addition stress is laid on the advances made in the anatomy of the visual system in the last thirty years. It is only quite recently that the detailed structure of the angle of the anterior chamber of the eye has been intensively investigated. The finer ramifications of the intraocular vascular system are only now becoming appreciated. The introduction of the electron microscope and its application to ocular anatomy in the last twenty years has effected a revolution in our appreciation of ocular structure. The book is fascinating and anyone picking it up cannot fail to browse happily among its contents, particularly the brilliant thumb-nail vignettes of the great anatomical discoverers. There is an excellent section on the neurology of the visual system. Altogether the book is one which must find a olace in the library of every ophthalmologist.
Sex Differentiation and Development
Proceedings of a Symposium held in London on April 10 and 11 1958 Memoir No 7. edited on behalf of the Society for Endocrinology by C R Austin pp x + 198 illustrated 45s London: Cambridge University Press 1960 All the memoirs published by the Society for Endocrinology have been excellent and this, the seventh, on sex differentiation is no exception. The papers here collected were given at a Symposium planned in a most ambitious way. The subjects dealt with ranged from sex determination in the honey bee and the vexed problem of queen bee substance, through current methods of chromosome counting and nuclear sexing of cells and polymorphs, to the origin and development of oocytes and such broader subjects as sexual behaviour in mammals. There is a splendid thumbnail sketch of sexuality in bacteria and a very full discussion of the problems involved in Turner's and Klinefelter's syndromes. ' The book has excellent references and is an essential reference work in this new and rapidly ,expanding field. *This well-established and popular textbook of medicine has now reached its 32nd year and its thirteenth edition. These figures alone prove it to meet the requirements of medical students. It is of traditional design, relatively small and provides the reader with the basic information he requires. But in spite of its many excellent features it is perhaps beginning to show signs of its age. It is probably impossible to revise sections which have been written many years ago in such a way that *they regain a contemporary flavour. This weakness is highlighted by a completely new section on kidney disease written for this edition by Professor Rosenheim: it is succinct, authoritative and up to date. By contrast a number of other contributions seem a little outmoded. Chronic bronchitis, a common and important disease, is allotted only 2 pages while bronchiectasis, which is now relatively rare, receives 6. The section on blood diseases does not accurately reflect modern hematological thought.
These are minor criticisms of emphasis and approach; they can be applied with some justice to all textbooks which have passed through more than one or two editions. For the rest 'Conybeare', as it has long been known, deserves nothing but praise. The articles are clear; all the facts are to be found within its covers; the radiographs are well-reproduced and informative; and the -tables of normal values and body measurements -are most useful. There can be no doubt that it will continue to enjoy its well-deserved popularity with students of medicine. This volume is essentially an atlas of radiographs illustrating the normal anatomy and the various pathological conditions met with in the teeth and jaws and their associated structures. The radiographs reproduced are of a high standard and reflect the mastery of technique which the author has attained. The publishers deserve great credit for the clarity of the reproductions, for the large clear print and for the spacious lay-out.
The text is the weak part of the book; maybe too brief for proper understanding and accuracy. Some of the terminology, such as 'apical haematoma' and the classification of the disturbances of bone growth tend to conflict with modern teaching.
This atlas should be used as an adjunct to illustrate the accepted textbooks on oral pathology more fully.
Orthopaedics by George Perkins MC MCh FRCS pp xiii+975 illustrated £6 6s London: The Athlone Press (University ofLondon) 1961 There are too few textbooks of orthopeedics by English master surgeons. Since Robert Jones published the first in 1923 we have seen but two, those by Walter Mercer and Philip Wiles. Elmslie, Lambrinudi, Trethowan, Bristowe, and now Fairbank, have all died before they could find time to produce a volume of their experience, although of course their original publications were many and authoritative.
Perkins suggests that the writing of a book on orthopadic surgery after retirement from practice might seem the height of folly, but this is just the time to write and to the blissfully ignorant such wisdom is not folly. The book may well be full of fads and fancies, it may be didactic, and it cannot help, nor should it try to avoid, being dogmatic, because it sums up the deductions of a lifetime spent in practical work in orthopedics and in active and stimulating argument with colleagues and friends. Dogma is never invariably acceptable and, as Perkins suggests, many orthopedic surgeons will disagree with some of his views, but so many, including this reviewer, will be left with the feeling that perhaps Perkins is right! The arrangement and descriptions are essentially clinical; pathology, symptoms and management are combined in a manner which instils information at once and without having to read through several different sections to obtain the complete picture. In this his arrangement of the book in sections on bone and individual joints, followed by the spine, the neck, the nerves and the muscular tissues is amply justified. This is a textbook of orthopeedics rather than a symposium of the disorders of the locomotor system, so it is perhaps disappointing that there are no chapters on the general principles of treatment of deformity and no description of the important adjuvant techniques of appliance-making, physiotherapy or
